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THE SINODOS OF THE APOSTLES – BOOK III, GƎSSEW
THE CANONS OF THE APOSTLES
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, one God.
This is the Synod of the Church, which the Apostles handed down by the hand of Clement, whom they sent long ago.

Canon 1
HOW MANY BISHOPS OUGHT TO BE PRESENT AT THE ORDINATION OF A BISHOP.
Let a bishop be ordained by two or three bishops. But let a presbyter and a deacon and the rest of the clergy be ordained by one bishop only.
(All the MSS read with the permission of one bishop, which does not suit the sense; Fell reads by one bishop only. 
The second recension adds that ordinations are to be held on the Lord’s Day.)

Canon 2
ON THE THINGS WHICH OUGHT TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ALTAR.
If any bishop or presbyter brings to the altar of the Lord anything other than what we commanded to be brought and offered – whether honey, or milk, or anything of birds or of other beasts, beyond what our Lord appointed – let him be deposed. Nor is it lawful to bring anything else to the altar except ears of corn and grapes in their season, and oil for the holy lamp, and incense at the time of the holy sacrifice. Let the other fruits be sent to the house, and let them belong to the bishop and the presbyters; but let them not bring them to the altar. And let the bishop and the presbyters distribute them also to the rest of the clergy.
(The Coptic adds intoxicating drink made in place of wine. The Abtelisat has wine made by fire, or wine made by the sun.)

Canon 3
Let not bishop or presbyter or deacon put away his wife under pretext of the divine service. If they do put her away, let them be excommunicated; and, if they do not bring her back and receive her, let them be deposed. 

Canon 4
ON THE DAY ON WHICH THE PASCHA OUGHT TO BE CELEBRATED.
If any bishop or presbyter or deacon celebrates the holy Pascha with the Jews, before the equinox: let him be deposed. 

Canon 5
Let not bishop and presbyter and deacon entangle themselves in the affairs of this world; and if they do entangle themselves, let them be deposed. 

Canon 6
If any bishop, or any one of the clergy, does not receive the eucharist at the time of the Liturgy, let him state the cause of it; and if something has befallen him that makes him unworthy, let pardon be granted him. But if he does not state his cause, let him be excommunicated, since he has become to men the author of scandal, and has caused them to take offence at him who offered the sacrifice, as though he had not sacrificed in purity. 

Canon 7
Any believer who enters the church and hears the Scriptures, but does not remain until the prayers are ended, nor receives the holy eucharist – let them make no prayers for such a one. Separation is his due, since he prepares strife and disturbance for the church. 

Canon 8
If anyone prays with one who has no part in the Mystery – that is, with one who has been cut off – even in his own house: let him be excommunicated. 

Canon 9
THAT CLERGY SHOULD NOT PRAY WITH A CLERIC WHO HAS BEEN CUT OFF.
If any cleric prays with a cleric who has been cut off, let him too be excommunicated. 

Canon 10
If any cleric or layman who has been cut off goes to another city as though he were not cut off, and enters that city without permission and is ordained: let both he and the one who ordained him be excommunicated. But if he had already been cut off, let him be cut off for a longer time, because he has deceived the church of the Lord. 

Canon 11
It is not lawful for a bishop to abandon his own diocese and be ordained in another – even though the people should urge him to it – unless it be for the good, and unless they urge him to do that which might offer some benefit to those who are there by the word of truth. But let him not do this alone, upon his own authority, but by the judgment of many bishops and upon the greatest entreaty. 

Canon 12
If any presbyter or deacon or anyone from the grades of the clergy abandons his own see and goes off to another, and remains there wandering many days without the bishop’s permission: him we order to exercise his office no longer. And if the bishop moreover sends to him that he should return to his own place, and he does not obey: let him be separated from his office, and in the place where he is let him communicate as a layman. But if the bishop with whom he is staying receives him as a cleric, and reckons as nothing this decree which we have made: let this bishop also be excommunicated, as a teacher of the breaking of law. 

Canon 13
ON HIM WHO HAS MARRIED TWICE, OR HAS MARRIED A WIDOW.
He who, after baptism, has taken two wives or a concubine, cannot be ordained bishop or presbyter or deacon, nor ought he in any way to be numbered among the clergy.
He who has married a widow, or a woman under suspicion, or one who has been put to shame, or a harlot, or a maidservant, or an actress, cannot be ordained bishop or presbyter or deacon, nor be numbered among the clergy.
Nor can he be a cleric who has lived with two sisters, or with his brother’s daughter. 

Canon 14
A cleric who gives surety for anyone, let him be deposed. (The Coptic reads rather one who takes a man as a pledge.)

Canon 15
ON EUNUCHS.
If anyone has been made a eunuch by force at the hands of men, or if in war his manhood was cut away, or if he was so born, and he is worthy: let him be ordained bishop. But if he has castrated himself, he cannot become a cleric, since he is his own murderer and has made himself an enemy of the creation of God. And if any cleric cuts off his own members: let him be deposed, since he is nothing other than his own murderer. But a layman who cuts himself, let him be cut off for three years, since he has become an enemy of his own life. 

Canon 16
ON HIM WHO HAS FORNICATED, OR SWORN FALSELY, OR STOLEN.
A bishop or presbyter or deacon who has been caught in fornication or perjury or theft, let him be deposed; but let him not be cut off. For, the Scripture says: The Lord will not exact vengeance twice for one crime. 

Canon 17
AND SO LIKEWISE THE REST OF THE CLERGY.
Those who are readers and cantors, if they enter the clergy and wish to take a wife, let them take one. But we order them to marry only while they are readers; it is not lawful for them once they have attained a higher order. 

Canon 18
ON A CLERIC WHO STRIKES ANYONE.
A bishop or presbyter who strikes a Christian or an unbeliever after he has sinned, and by this means wishes to strike terror into men, we order to be deposed. For nowhere did our Lord instruct us to do this; because when they struck him, he did not strike; and when they cursed him, he did not curse; and when they afflicted him with pain, he neither prepared vengeance nor was angry. 

Canon 19
ON HIM WHO HAS BEEN JUSTLY DEPOSED FROM THE CLERGY.
If any bishop or presbyter or deacon, justly deposed for a manifest crime, is insolent and comes forward to occupy his former office: let him depart from the church altogether. 

Canon 20
ON HIM WHO HAS BEEN ORDAINED BY GIFTS.
If any bishop or presbyter or deacon obtains the dignity of the clergy by gifts: let him be deposed; and let him also be deposed who ordained him, and let him be shut out for ever from the administration of the priesthood. And let them have no fellowship with him – even as I removed Simon Magus from me: I, Peter. 

Canon 21
ON HIM WHO USES THE HELP OF PRINCES TO OBTAIN A CHURCH.
If any bishop obtains a prefecture by the help of the princes of this world, and possesses a church through them: let him be deposed. And let both he himself and those who cleave to him be cut off. 

Canon 22
ON A PRESBYTER WHO DESPISES HIS BISHOP.
If any presbyter despises his bishop, and separates himself from him, and builds an altar for himself – while in judgment no crime is found in the bishop, since he is innocent by reason of his divine office – let him be deposed as one greedy for dignity, and with him all the clerics who cleave to him, because he is a rebel. But the laymen who cleave to him, let them be cut off. And let this be done when the bishop has exhorted them once, and twice, and a third time. 

Canon 23
ON A PRESBYTER OR DEACON WHOM THE BISHOP HAS CUT OFF.
If any bishop cuts off a presbyter or a deacon, let no other bishop receive him, unless he who cut him off permits it, or unless he is dead. 

Canon 24
Let no foreign bishop receive a presbyter or a deacon – those who come to him to be received as inferior clergy – unless they have permission to be ordained and joined to him. And if they are preachers of the truth, let them be received. But if not, let there be given them what they ask, that is, whatever they need; but let them not be joined to him. For there are many wicked men of this kind. 

Canon 25
The metropolitan ought to know the bishops of the whole province; and these ought to know which among them is first, and to name him metropolitan. Nor let them pronounce a grave sentence without the will of the first. Let each one manage his own affair, which belongs to him by reason of his own diocese and of the people who are under his jurisdiction. But let not even he who is set over them as metropolitan do anything without the counsel of all the bishops. In this way let them all form one fellowship, and God will be glorified through Christ Jesus and the Holy Spirit.
Let no bishop dare to make an ordination outside his own diocese, in villages that do not pertain to him. And if he is found to have done this without the knowledge of him who holds the primacy in that place and in those villages and cities: let both he himself and those whom he ordained be deposed.
(Where this canon says metropolitan, the Ge’ez may equally be rendered patriarch.)

Canon 26
If any bishop has been ordained, and has not taught nor taken care of the people committed to him: let him be cut off until he teaches. And in the same way also presbyter and deacon. But if he set out to teach and the people did not receive him – and that not by their own counsel but by the counsel of others – let the bishop himself remain; but let the clergy of that city be cut off, because they did not admonish the people in such a case. 

Canon 27
Let a synod of bishops be held twice in the year; and let them examine the administration of the divine office, and set right the errors and offences which are in the church. Let the first synod be held at mid-Pentecost, and the second synod on the twelfth day of the month Tekemt.
(Tekemt begins on the tenth of October, and answers to the Roman October. Mid-Pentecost is the fourth week after the Pascha; the Arabic titles read plainly in the fourth week after the Pascha. From this apostolic decree the Abyssinian church took the name of a feast kept on the eighteenth of Miyazya, which they call the Feast of the Assembly of the bishops.) 

Canon 28
Let the bishop have the care of the goods of the church, and let him administer them as one upon whom the Lord looks. It is not lawful for him to take anything from them for himself alone as gain, nor to give the goods of the Lord to his own kindred, even though they are poor. Nor is it lawful for him to sell the goods of the church under pretext of them. 

Canon 29
ON TAKING COUNSEL WITH THE BISHOP.
Let none of the presbyters and deacons do anything except by the counsel of the bishop. For he it is to whom the people of God has been entrusted; and he it is also who will render account for their souls. 

Canon 30
They ought to know which are the bishop’s own goods, if indeed he has any of his own, and they ought also to know which are the Lord’s goods; so that the bishop, if he is about to die, may dispose of his own goods and give them to whom he will. Otherwise, the bishop’s goods will perish under pretext of the church’s goods – or perhaps he has a wife and children and kindred or servants. For it is not right that the goods of the church should perish because men were ignorant of the bishop’s goods; nor is it right that the goods of the bishop and of his kindred should perish under pretext of the church’s goods, and that his kindred should fall into misery and speak ill of his death. 

Canon 31
We order therefore that the bishop be the one who has authority over the goods of the church. For, he it is to whom the precious souls of men have been entrusted; how much more, then, that all the goods should be committed to him, that he may dispose of them according to his own judgment, and supply from them to the needy by the hands of the presbyters and deacons, with all fear of God and trembling. Let the bishop himself also take from them for his own necessity, if he is in want of those things which visiting brethren from abroad ask of him, lest they lack the things they sought from him. For, the law of the Lord commands that those who serve at the altar should also be fed from the altar; because the soldiers of the king do not fight against his enemy at their own charges. 

Canon 32
ON THOSE WHO FREQUENT THE THEATRES.
A bishop or presbyter or deacon who frequents the theatres, or wanders about, or gives himself to drunkenness, let him cease; if not, let him be cut off. A subdeacon and reader and cantor, if they do these things, let them cease; if not, let them be cut off. And so likewise the laity.
A bishop or presbyter or deacon who knows of one frequenting the theatres and not ceasing ought properly to restrain him; if not, let him be deposed.
(The Ge’ez appears to be corrupt here. The Greek, Syriac and Coptic all treat instead of one who lends money at interest. 
Four canons that follow at this point in the Greek are absent from both the Ge’ez and the Coptic.)

Canon 33
A bishop or presbyter or deacon who resorts to the baptism of heretics or to their sacrifice, we order to be deposed. For, what fellowship has Christ with Satan? And what partnership have the faithful with the unbeliever? 

Canon 34
ON THE CASE OF ONE WHO RECKONS MARRIAGE UNCLEAN.
A bishop or presbyter or deacon or any of the clergy who abhors marriage and the eating of flesh and the drinking of wine – and this by no means for the sake of temperance, but as though these things were foul, while the Scripture declares them all to be good, and God made man male and female – and who blasphemes in such a manner: let him cease; if not, let him be deposed and depart from the church. And so likewise a layman. 

Canon 35
ON THE DEPOSING OF ONE WHO DOES NOT RECEIVE THE PENITENT.
If any bishop or presbyter or deacon does not receive one who is doing penance for his sin: let him be deposed, since he has grieved the heart of the Lord, who said: There shall be joy in heaven over one sinner who repents. 

Canon 36
If any bishop or presbyter or deacon does not eat a little flesh nor drink a little wine on feast days, and secretly judges these things to be foul, and in this way becomes to the people the cause of offence: let him be deposed. 

Canon 37
If any of the clergy is caught eating and drinking in taverns: let him be cut off; unless it be done at an inn out of necessity upon a journey.
If any of the clergy treats the bishop with contempt: let him be deposed. For, the Scripture says: You shall not curse the ruler of your people.
And if any of the lower clergy treats a presbyter or deacon with contempt: let him be cut off.
And if any of the clergy mocks a man who is deaf or lame or blind or crippled in his feet: let him be cut off. And so likewise a layman who does such things. 

Canon 38
ON A BISHOP OR PRESBYTER WHO DOES NOT TEACH THE PEOPLE THE WORSHIP OF GOD.
A bishop or presbyter who neglects the clergy and the people, and does not teach them the divine office, let him be cut off; and if he persists in his negligence, let him be deposed. 

Canon 39
If any bishop or presbyter has no care for a cleric labouring in want, and does not hold him as his equal, supplying him according to his need: let him be cut off. And, if he persists in his neglect: let him be deposed, as one who has killed his own brother. 

Canon 40
If anyone publishes books falsely written by heretics, and brings them into the church as though they were holy books, to ensnare the people and the clergy: let him be deposed. 

Canon 41
ON A CLERIC WHOM THE PEOPLE CONVICT OF FORNICATION OR OF SOME OTHER OFFENCE.
If, among the faithful, an accusation is brought against a cleric concerning fornication or wantonness or any other deed that is unseemly, and they convict him: let him be no longer among the clergy. 

Canon 42
ON DENYING CHRIST, AND ON DENYING THE DIGNITY OF THE CLERGY.
If any of the clergy, through fear of men – whether of Jews, or of the heathen and heretics – makes denial: let him be cut off, if it is the name of Christ that he denied. But if it was the name of the clergy: let him be deposed. And if he does penance, let them receive him; but let him enter as a layman. 

Canon 43
If any bishop or presbyter or deacon or any of the clergy eats flesh in which is the blood of its life, not slaughtered, or torn by beasts, or that died of itself: let him be deposed, as the law appoints in this matter. And, if he is a layman: let him be cut off. 

Canon 44
If any of the clergy is found to have fasted on the Lord’s Day or on the sabbath – except only on the great sabbath of the Pascha: let him be deposed. 

Canon 45
If any of the clergy or of the laity enters the synagogue of the Jews or the place of heretics to pray – if he is a cleric, let him be deposed; and, if a layman, let him be cut off. 

Canon 46
ON ONE WHO STRIKES A MAN SO THAT HE DIES, AND ON ONE WHO DOES VIOLENCE TO A VIRGIN.
If any cleric quarrels with another and strikes him, and that man dies: let him be deposed, for the hardness of his heart. And, if he is a layman: let him be cut off.
If a layman deceives a virgin before she is betrothed, and lives with her: let him be cut off. And let him not take another, but remain with her whom he violated, even though she be poor and of no account. 

Canon 47
ON ONE WHO IS ORDAINED A SECOND TIME.
If any bishop or presbyter or deacon receives ordination a second time: let both he himself and the one who ordained him be deposed; unless perhaps it is certain that they were ordained by heretics. For, those who have been baptised or ordained by men of that kind can by no means be faithful or clergy. 

Canon 48
ON ONE WHO DOES NOT KEEP THE FAST OF THE FORTY DAYS AND OF THE FOURTH AND SIXTH DAYS.
If any bishop or presbyter or deacon or reader or cantor does not fast in the holy forty days, and on the fourth and the sixth day: let him be deposed; unless sickness of body has hindered him. And, if he is a layman: let him be cut off.
(The fourth and sixth days are Wednesday and Friday.)

Canon 49
If any bishop or presbyter or deacon or any of the clergy fasts with the Jews, or keeps the Pascha with them, or accepts from them the gifts of their feast – unleavened bread or the like: let him be deposed. And if he is a layman: let him be cut off.
If any layman brings oil and lamps into the temple of the heathen or into the temple of the Jews: let him be cut off. 

Canon 50
ON ONE WHO STEALS OIL OR WAX OR OTHER THINGS BELONGING TO THE GOODS OF THE CHURCH.
If any cleric steals the wax of the church or its oil: let him be cut off, and let him repay fivefold what he stole.
Of the silver vessels and the vestments, if they are on view for a few days, let no one take anything for himself alone; for this is sin. And, if he does so: let them cut him off and punish him. 

Canon 51
ON A BISHOP WHOM THEY HAVE ACCUSED OF A CRIME.
When faithful men, just and upright, accuse a bishop of a crime, they must summon him before the bishops. And if he comes and also confesses his sin: let them rebuke him, and in judgment decree against him what is just. But if they summon him and he does not come: let them summon him a second time before the bishops, and send two bishops to him. And if a second time he does not obey: let them summon him a third time, and send to him again two bishops. But if he does not obey, and scorns the summons and does not come: let those who are assembled decree against him what is lawful, that it may be done to him as to one convicted, because he has fled the judgment. 

Canon 52
THAT THEY SHOULD NOT HEAR THE TESTIMONY OF A HERETIC AGAINST A BISHOP, NOR THE TESTIMONY OF ONE MAN.
Let not the bishops receive the testimony of a heretic against a bishop, nor let them receive the testimony of one man; for by the mouth of two and three shall every word stand.
It is not lawful for a bishop to bestow the episcopal office upon his brother or his son or his kindred, nor to ordain whom he himself wishes. For it is not right that the episcopal office be obtained by inheritance. Nor let him bestow the goods of God according to the will of men; nor is it fitting to make the church of Christ a thing of inheritance. And if they do this and receive ordination in such a manner: let them be as one whose ordination is nothing; and let him who ordained be punished in the judgment.
He who is one-eyed, or who limps on his foot, and is worthy of the episcopate: let him be ordained; for a blemish of the body does not defile him, but a blemish of the soul.
But let not a man who is dumb or blind be ordained bishop – not because they are unclean, but lest the goods of the church be scattered.
He who has a demon, let him not be ordained a cleric, nor let him pray with the faithful. But if he is made clean: let them receive him; and if he is worthy, let him be ordained a cleric. 

Canon 53
THAT ONE NEWLY BAPTISED SHOULD NOT BE ORDAINED BISHOP.
One who has come over from the heathen, or who has passed his life in wickedness and afterwards been baptised, may not lawfully be ordained bishop at once; nor is it fitting that one who has not been proved should be the teacher of other men; but let this be done by the grace of God.
It is not lawful for a bishop to be continually heaping up riches, but let him give himself to the affairs of the church; if not, he does not discharge the episcopal office. No man can serve two masters, as our Lord appointed.
We appoint that a slave be not ordained a cleric without the permission of his masters, lest his masters be grieved; for by this their household is diminished. But if at any time a slave is found who is worthy of the degrees of ordination – as Onesimus seemed to us – let his masters grant him his freedom and send him out from their houses: and then let him be ordained.
(The name, Onesimus, is wanting in all the Ge’ez copies; the second recension reads Simon, 
and the Arabic titles have Aunisiphoros. Fell supplies the name from the sense.)

Canon 54
A bishop or presbyter or deacon who gives himself to military service and wishes to discharge both – that is, to exercise the office of men and to exercise the office of the priesthood: let him be deposed. For the Scripture says: Render what is God’s to God, and what is Caesar’s to Caesar.
He who unjustly despises Caesar or the magistrate: let him be punished. And if he is a cleric: let him be deposed; but if he is a layman: let him be cut off. 

Canon 55
WHICH BOOKS OF THE NEW AND OLD TESTAMENT ARE TO BE RECEIVED IN THE CHURCH.
Let all these books be holy and honoured by clergy and laity alike; and these indeed are of the Old Testament: 

Canon 56
The books of Moses: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy; Joshua son of Nun; Judges; Ruth; the four books of Kings, of which the first and second are one book, and the third and fourth again one; the two books of Chronicles; Ezra, the first and the second; one book of Job; Esther; Tobit; Ecclesiastes; the hundred and fifty Psalms of David; the Proverbs of Solomon; Ecclesiasticus; the Song of Songs; the twelve minor prophets; Isaiah; Jeremiah; Daniel; Ezekiel. These writings teach to your children.
Besides these: the Wisdom of Solomon; Judith; the three books of Kufale; and the book of Jesus son of Sirach, exceedingly wise.
Then let these books of the new law also be received: the four Gospels – of Matthew, of Mark, of Luke, of John; the Acts of the Apostles; two epistles of Peter; three epistles of John; one epistle of James; one epistle of Jude; fourteen epistles of Paul; Abuqalamsis, which is the vision of John; and the two of Qalementos.
(Kufale is the Book of Jubilees. Abuqalamsis is the Revelation of John. Qalementos is the Ethiopian book of that name, the teaching given to Clement by Peter; the Greek canon lists at this point the two letters of Clement to the Corinthians, which the Ethiopian Church does not receive, and Fell’s Latin followed the Greek. The name is left here as the Ge’ez has it. The lists of books differ from copy to copy, and no two Ethiopian codices agree exactly. The canon law of the Fetha Nagast, which fixes the Ethiopian Scriptures at 81 books, derives from this canon together with the corresponding canon of Abṭəlis: Ibn al-’Assāl, who framed that law in Arabic in the thirteenth century, names as his sources the apostolic canons in their two recensions, one of 56 canons and one of 82.) 

Canon 57
ON THE CANONS OF THE APOSTLES.
These things we command you, O bishops, concerning the Synod. If you hear it, you shall be safe and delivered, and there shall be peace to you for ever. But if you do not obey, nor receive the things contained in it, God will deride you, and there shall be sorrow among you for ever; and afterwards the judgment which is your due for your disobedience shall lay hold of you.
And may the one God, and his only begotten Son Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the creator of every creature, give to you, to each one of you, peace, and help you in every good thing, while you are not shaken; and may you be without spot, having no sin. And may he make you worthy of the dwelling place of eternal life, through his Son whom he loves, our Lord Jesus Christ, the living one and our Saviour, to whom is glory with the Father and the Holy Spirit, world without end. Amen.
THIS IS THE SYNOD OF THE APOSTLES, WHICH THE APOSTLES SENT BY THE HAND OF CLEMENT. AND GLORY BE TO GOD, WORLD WITHOUT END. AMEN.
