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THE SINODOS OF THE APOSTLES – BOOK IV, ‘ABṬƏLIS
THE CANONS OF THE APOSTLES GIVEN THROUGH CLEMENT
Byzantium and all the region of Thrace, and the neighbouring regions as far as the great river and the boundary that divides from the barbarians, received the laying on of the apostles’ hands from Luke the apostle, who built the church there by his own instruction and governance.
Edessa and all the regions round about, and the southern places, and the places of the borders on every side of it, and Soba and Araba and all Arabia, and the neighbouring places, and the places of the borders of all Mesopotamia, received the laying on of the apostles’ hands from Addai the apostle, one of the seventy-two, who taught there and built the church and served as priest and ministered there by his own governance.
All Persia, and the regions of the Assyrians and the Armenians and the Medes, and the regions about Babylon, and the region of the Huxites and of the Gelae as far as the boundary of the Indians, and as far as Beth Gog and Magog, and other regions round about, received the laying on of the apostles’ hands from Aggaeus the silk-worker, disciple of Addai the apostle.
The rest of their companions, the other apostles, went to the remoter regions of the barbarians, and taught from place to place and baptised; and there they ministered by their preaching, and there was their going out of this world. Their disciples walked after them until this present day, and nothing was changed or added to them in their preaching.
And Luke the evangelist took the care, and wrote the triumphs of the acts of the apostles, and the orders and laws of their priestly ministry, and where each of them went. By the care and diligence of Luke, therefore, these things and many more were written, and set down by the hand of Priscilla and Aquila his disciples, who accompanied him until the day of his death – as Timothy accompanied Paul, and Aristo who was of Lystra, and Menelaus the first disciple of the apostles – until he went up to the city of Rome, when Tharthelus rose up against him, and Nero killed him with the sword, as he killed Simon Cephas also.
Here ends the first Synod of the Apostles, and likewise the second Synod.
The Canons of the Apostles, which were given through the holy Clement, disciple of the Apostles.
Long after the time of the ascension of our Lord into heaven, and the departure of the blessed apostles out of this world into the region of life and light – while bishops were still marked with the name of apostleship, and their households called them apostles after the manner of the order of the Twelve, and not after the manner of the bishops of the present day, and bishops in that time called the presbyters their household folk – afterwards, when the fathers drew back from the greatness of this name and left it, as befitted the honour of the Twelve, and submitted themselves so that they should be called bishops as is fitting and the presbyters be called presbyters as they are; while yet, I say, bishops were still named with the name of the apostles, they came together and appointed the several canons which follow.

Canon 1
A bishop receives the laying on of hands from two bishops, or from three.

Canon 2
A presbyter from one bishop; and, likewise, a deacon, and the rest of the clergy.
(The Coptic joins these two canons into one.)

Canon 3
If any bishop or presbyter offers upon the altar anything beyond the commandment of the Lord concerning the sacrifice – whether honey, or milk, or strong drink in place of wine, or things prepared for eating, or a bird, or any living creature, or pulse contrary to what is prescribed: let him be deposed. Yet in the fitting season it is lawful to offer new ears of corn and grapes at the altar; and, likewise, oil for the holy lamp, and incense at the time of the divine oblation.

Canon 4
But the first fruits of any other produce shall be sent to the house of the bishop and to the presbyters, and shall not be offered at the altar. And it is understood that the bishop himself and the presbyters distribute them to the deacons and to the rest of the clergy.

Canon 5
Let not a bishop or presbyter or deacon put away his wife under pretext of chastity. If he has put her away, let him be cut off; and if he persists, let him be deposed.

Canon 6
Let not a bishop or presbyter or deacon take secular cares upon himself; and if he has taken them, let him be deposed.
(The Coptic sets this canon and the one following in the reverse order.)

Canon 7
If any bishop or presbyter or deacon keeps the day of the holy Pascha with the Jews, before the spring equinox: let him be deposed.

Canon 8
If any bishop or presbyter or deacon, or one of the priestly order, does not communicate when the oblation is offered, let him state the cause; and if it is a just one, let him obtain pardon. But if he does not state it, let him be cut off, as one who has been the cause of hurt to the people, and has given them ground to suspect the man who offered – as though he had not offered rightly.

Canon 9
All those believers who come in, and do not hear the books, and do not remain in the prayer and in the holy communion, ought to be cut off, as men who have made sedition in the church.

Canon 10
If anyone prays with one who has been excommunicated, even in his own house: let him himself be cut off.

Canon 11
If anyone prays with a man who has been condemned while he is a cleric, as though with a cleric: let him likewise be condemned.

Canon 12
If any layman, or any cleric who has not been separated – that is, who is in communion – goes into another city and is received there without letters of commendation: let those who received him be cut off, and he also who was received. But if he had been separated, let his separation be prolonged, as one who has lied and deceived the church of the Lord.
(The Coptic divides this canon into two, numbering it twelve and thirteen; from here, the Coptic numbering runs one ahead.)

Canon 13
It is not lawful for a bishop to leave his own charge and pass over to another, though many should press him to it – unless there be some just cause driving him to do this, as being able to bring more benefit by the word of godliness to those who are set there. And even this not of his own will, but by the judgment of many bishops, and upon the greatest entreaty.

Canon 14
If any presbyter or deacon, or anyone at all of the order of the clergy, leaves his own dwelling and goes into another, and having removed altogether stays in another dwelling without the direction of his bishop: him we command to minister no longer – especially if, being called by his own bishop to return, he has not listened but has persisted in his contumacy. Let him, however, communicate there as a layman.

Canon 15
But, if the bishop with whom they are, reckoning as nothing the provision that has been laid down concerning them, receives them as clergy: let him be cut off, as a teacher of contumacy.

Canon 16
He who has been entangled in a second marriage after baptism, or who has kept a concubine, cannot become a bishop or presbyter or deacon, nor be of any priestly order whatever.

Canon 17
He who has taken a widow, or a woman put away, or a companion of the streets, or a daughter of the house, or one of those who are bought for the shows: cannot be a bishop, nor a presbyter, nor a deacon, nor be in any degree of the priesthood at all.
(Daughter of the house is a maidservant; those bought for the shows are women of the theatre.
The Coptic joins this canon to the next, printing both under two numbers.)

Canon 18
He who has taken two sisters in marriage, or the daughter of his brother, or the daughter of his sister: cannot become a cleric.

Canon 19
The cleric who gives surety, let him be deposed.
(The Coptic reads instead the cleric who takes a man for a surety. Mai’s Syriac agrees with the Greek.)

Canon 20
If a man be made a eunuch by the coercion of men, or if in persecution his manhood was taken from him, or if he was so born – and he is worthy of the episcopate: let him be made a bishop.
(The Coptic joins this canon to the next, printing both under two numbers.)

Canon 21
He who has cut himself, let him not become a cleric; for, he is an enemy to himself and to the creation of God.

Canon 22
If anyone, being a cleric, cuts himself: let him be deposed; for, he is his own murderer.

Canon 23
A layman who cuts himself, let him be cut off three years; for, he is an enemy to his own life.

Canon 24
A bishop or presbyter or deacon who is taken in fornication, or in lying, or in theft: let him be deposed, and not be cut off. For, the Scripture says: The Lord will not take vengeance twice for the same thing. And, likewise, the rest of the clergy.

Canon 25
Those who have come to the clergy unmarried – we command that if they wish to marry, they be readers and cantors only, and minister as such.

Canon 26
A bishop or presbyter or deacon who strikes believers when they offend, or unbelievers when they do wrong, and by such deeds wishes to put men in fear: him we command to be deposed. For nowhere did our Lord teach us this. On the contrary, when he himself was struck he did not return blow for blow; when he was reviled, he did not revile again; and, when he suffered, he did not threaten.

Canon 27
If any bishop or presbyter or deacon has been justly deposed for manifest faults, and yet dares to approach that ministry which was once entrusted to him: let him be cut off from the church altogether.

Canon 28
If any bishop obtains this authority by money, or any presbyter or deacon: let him be deposed, and he also who laid hands upon him; and let him be cut off from communion altogether, as Simon Magus was by me, Peter.

Canon 29
If any bishop, using the powers of this world, obtains a church through them: let him be deposed and cut off – both he himself and all those who have communicated with him.

Canon 30
If any presbyter, despising his own bishop, assembles apart and sets up another altar, having nothing to lay to the bishop’s charge in religion or in justice: let him be deposed as one greedy of honour, and with him all the clergy who follow him. And let the laity who follow him be cut off. And let this be done when the bishop has admonished him once, and a second and a third time.

Canon 31
If any presbyter or deacon has been cut off by his bishop, he cannot be received by others, but only by the one who cut him off – unless perhaps that bishop who cut him off has died.

Canon 32
No bishop or presbyter or deacon from abroad ought to be received without letters of commendation. And let those who bring them be examined; and if indeed they are preachers of the fear of God, let them be received. Otherwise, let those things be given them which are needful for their use, but let them not be received into communion. For, very many things are done hastily and by stealth.

Canon 33
Among the bishops of the several peoples it is needful to know which is first, and to reckon him as the head, and to do nothing without his direction. But let the bishops severally administer all that belongs to their own charge and to the district that lies under each. Yet let not even he who is first do anything without the common voice. For, thus there will be concord, and God will be glorified through Christ with the Holy Spirit.

Canon 34
Let no bishop dare to make ordinations beyond his own bounds, in those cities which are not subject to him and to his see. And if he is convicted of having done this without the direction of those who govern those cities or districts, let him be forbidden, and those also who received the laying on of hands from him.

Canon 35
If anyone receives the laying on of hands of the episcopate, but does not take up the ministry and the care of the people committed to him, he ought to be set apart until he takes it; and, likewise, the presbyter and the deacon.
But if, when he has gone, he is not received – and that not by his own will but through the wickedness of the people – let him be a bishop still, but let the clergy of the city be cut off, because they were no admonishers of a people so rebellious.

Canon 36
Twice in the year, let there be a synod of the bishops, and let them examine among themselves the doctrines of the fear of God, and settle the church controversies that have arisen. The first in the fourth week of Pentecost; the second on the twelfth day of October.
(Mai’s Syriac names October directly. The Coptic gives the same day as the 12th of Paopi, and the Ge’ez of Book III as the 12th of Tekemt – all the same month.)

Canon 37
Let the bishop have the care of all the things of the church, and administer them as God sees. He cannot take anything of them and make it his own, or his kinsmen’s; for God commanded these things to be gathered. But if they are poor, let him give to them as to the poor – yet let him not on their account scatter the goods of the church beyond what is lawful.

Canon 38
Let the presbyters and deacons do nothing at all without the bishop’s direction; for, it is he to whose trust the people of the Lord is committed, and from whom account for their souls will be required.

Canon 39
Let the bishop’s own possessions be known, if indeed he has any of his own; and let the Lord’s goods be known also – so that a bishop at his death may have power to leave his own to whom he will and as he will, and that they be not scattered under pretext of the church’s goods, nor the goods of a bishop seized who may have a wife, or children, or kinsmen, or a household.
For, it is just before God and men that the church suffer no loss through ignorance of the bishop’s goods; and that his kinsmen be not despoiled under pretext of the church; nor that those who belong to him fall into troublesome lawsuits, and follow his death with curses and words of ill omen.

Canon 40
We command that the bishop have authority over the possessions of the church. For if the precious souls of men are entrusted to him, how much more the possessions? Therefore, let all the goods be administered at his direction, and given to the needy through the presbyters and deacons in the fear of God and in all purity. Let him also take for his own necessities, if he is in want of what is needful for his use, and for the wandering brethren, so that he suffers them to lack nothing in any way. For, the law of God commands that those who serve at the altar be sustained from the altar – since no soldier bears arms against the enemy at his own charges, or on his own provision.

Canon 41
A bishop or presbyter or deacon who is constant at dice and gives himself to drunkenness: let him either cease or be deposed.

Canon 42
A subdeacon or reader or cantor who does the like: let them either cease, or be cut off. And the same is to be said of the layman.

Canon 43
A bishop or presbyter or deacon who has merely prayed with heretics: let them be cut off. But if the bishop has permitted them to perform anything as clergy: let them be deposed.

Canon 44
A bishop or presbyter or deacon who demands usury from those who have borrowed of him: let him either cease or be deposed.

Canon 45
A bishop or presbyter or deacon who has received baptism from heretics, or their holy assembly: we command that he be deposed. For what agreement has Christ with Belial? or what part has a believer with an unbeliever?

Canon 46
A bishop or presbyter who baptises again one who has true baptism: let him be deposed. Or if he does not himself baptise one who has been polluted by heretics: let him be deposed, as a mocker of the Cross and of the death of the Lord, and as one who has not divided the priests from the false priests.
(This canon and the two that follow are absent from the Coptic. They answer to the 47th, 48th, and 50th of the Greek; the Syriac has them.)

Canon 47
If a layman puts away his wife and takes another, or one released by another: let him be cut off.

Canon 48
If any bishop or presbyter does not baptise according to the command of Christ in the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, but in three unbegotten, or in three sons, or in three paracletes: let him be deposed.
And if any bishop or presbyter does not immerse three times, but makes one immersion only – as though it were given in the death of the Lord: let him be deposed. For, our Lord did not say to us, Baptise into my death, but, Go, teach all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
You, therefore, O bishops, immerse three times in the one Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, according to the will of God and according to our command, which is in the Holy Spirit.
(This canon answers to the 49th and 50th of the Greek together; Mai gives them one number. With Canon 12, which likewise joins two, this accounts for the Syriac count of 83 against the 85 of the Greek – nothing is missing, but two pairs are combined. Mai records other forms of the canon, one reading that he who does not perform the three baptisms of the one mystery but one only is to be deposed.)

Canon 49
If any bishop or presbyter or deacon, or anyone at all of the degrees of the priesthood, withdraws from marriage of the flesh, and from wine – not for the sake of continence but because he counts them unclean, in that he errs and forgets that all things are very good, and that God made man male and female, but contentiously blasphemes the creature and slanders the workmanship: let him be corrected, or be deposed and cast out of the church. And, likewise, the layman.
(This is the canon whose Coptic form reads that the man pollutes marriage rather than abstains from it. The two say the same thing from different sides: what is condemned is not abstinence, which the canons allow as discipline, but the judgment that God’s creation is foul.)

Canon 50
If any bishop or presbyter or deacon does not receive one who turns from his sin, but casts him out: let him be deposed, because he grieves Christ, who said, There is joy in heaven over one sinner that repents.

Canon 51
If any bishop or presbyter or deacon does not eat flesh on the feast days, and does not drink wine: let him be deposed, as unhappy in his own conscience, and a cause of scandal to many.
(Another form reads: as one who has an unjust conscience of his own, and is to many a cause of offence.)

Canon 52
If any cleric is caught eating in a tavern: let him be set apart – unless he is upon a journey, and has turned aside into a public inn out of necessity.

Canon 53
If any cleric wrongfully treats his bishop with insult: let him be deposed. For, it is said: You shall not curse the ruler of your people.

Canon 54
If any cleric holds a presbyter or a deacon in contempt: let him be set apart.

Canon 55
If any cleric mocks a man deaf, or lame, or blind, or hurt in his heels: let him be set apart. And, likewise, the layman.
(Another form reads, hurt in the spine; another, one whose walking is impaired.)

Canon 56
JA bishop or presbyter who neglects the clergy or the people, and does not rebuke them in the fear of God and does not teach them godliness: let him be set apart. And, if he persists in his negligence: let him be deposed.

Canon 57
If any bishop or presbyter does not give to each of the needy clerics the things that are necessary for him: let him be set apart. And if he persists: let him be deposed, as one who has killed his own brother.

Canon 58
If anyone publishes in the church the apocryphal books of the impious as though they were holy, to the corruption of the people and of the clergy: let him be deposed.

Canon 59
If any believer is accused of fornication, or of adultery, or of any other abominable work, and is convicted: let him not be advanced to the clergy.

Canon 60
If any cleric, through fear of men – of Jews, or of the heathen, or of heretics – makes denial: if it is the name of Christ, let him be cast out; but, if the name of a cleric, let him be deposed. And, when he has repented, let him be received as a layman.

Canon 61
If any cleric, or anyone at all of the priestly order, eats flesh with the blood of its life in it, or torn by beasts, or that has died of itself: let him be deposed. And when he has repented, let him be received as a layman.

Canon 62
If any cleric is found fasting on the Lord’s Day, or on the sabbath – save on that one sabbath only which goes before the Pascha of the resurrection: let him be deposed. And, if a layman does it: let him be set apart.

Canon 63
If any layman or cleric enters the synagogue of the Jews, or the place of heretics, to pray: let him be deposed and set apart.

Canon 64
If any cleric in a quarrel gives a man a blow, and kills him with that blow: let him be deposed for his rashness. And if he is a layman: let him be set apart.

Canon 65
If anyone takes a betrothed virgin by force: let him be set apart; and let him not take another, but keep her whom he has humbled, though she be poor.

Canon 66
If any bishop or presbyter or deacon receives ordination a second time: let both he and the one from whom he received the laying on of hands be deposed – unless he shows that he had his ordination from heretics. For, those who were baptised or ordained by such men can be neither believers nor clergy.

Canon 67
If any bishop or presbyter or deacon, or reader, or cantor, does not keep the fast of the forty days, or of the sixth day and the fourth in the week: let him be deposed, unless bodily infirmity has hindered him. And, if he is a layman: let him be set apart.

Canon 68
If any bishop or cleric fasts with the Jews, or keeps a feast with them, or receives from them the gifts of their feasts, such as unleavened bread or the like: let him be deposed. And, if he is a layman: let him be set apart.

Canon 69
If any Christian carries oil to the house of the idols of the heathen, or to the synagogue of the Jews, or lights a lamp there at their feasts: let him be set apart.

Canon 70
If any cleric or layman takes away wax or oil from the holy church: let him be set apart, and let him restore fivefold together with the thing taken.

Canon 71
But, as for the vessels of gold, or of silver, or the linen veils that have been sanctified – let no man take them into his own use; for, that is against right. And, if any is caught doing it: let him be punished with the sentence of separation.

Canon 72
A bishop who is accused of anything by men worthy of trust, who are faithful, ought to be summoned before the bishops. And if he comes, and confesses, and is convicted, let the sentence be determined against him and the penalty appointed.
But if being summoned he does not hear, let him be summoned a second time, and two bishops sent to him. And, if again he does not hear, let him be summoned a third time, and two bishops sent to him again. And, if even so he holds this in contempt and does not come, let the synod judge concerning him as it thinks fit, that he may not seem to have profited by evading them.

Canon 73
Let not the testimony of a heretic be received against a bishop. Nor the testimony of one faithful man alone; but by the mouth of two or of three witnesses shall every word stand.

Canon 74
A bishop ought not to confer the honour of the episcopate upon his brother, or his son, or any other kinsman of his, nor make ordinations of whom he will – appointing heirs of his own bishopric. For it is not just, nor is it right, to grant the things which are God’s out of human affection, nor to draw the church of God into an inheritance. And, if any does this, let his ordination be void, and let him himself receive the sentence of separation.

Canon 75
If any man has lost an eye, or is injured in the foot, and is worthy of the episcopate: let him be made a bishop. For, a defect of the body does not defile him, but an error of the soul.

Canon 76
But let not one who is deaf, or blind, be made a bishop – not as being polluted, but lest the affairs of the church be hindered.

Canon 77
He who has a demon, let him not be made a cleric, nor pray with the faithful. But if he has been cleansed, let him be received; and if he is worthy, let it be so.

Canon 78
He who comes from heathendom and is baptised, or who comes from an evil manner of life, it is not right that the episcopate be committed to him at once. For it is unjust that one who has not yet undergone probation should be a teacher of others – unless perhaps this be by divine grace.

Canon 79
We command that a bishop ought not to put himself into secular administration, nor give himself to public offices, but attend rather to the affairs of the church. Otherwise let him be removed; for no man can serve two masters, according to the word of the Lord.

Canon 80
Servants of a household are not to be promoted to the clergy without the counsel of their masters, lest it be a grief to them and a contempt of those masters; for such a thing has brought about the overthrow of houses. But if at any time a servant appears worthy of the degree of ordination – as our Onesimus was seen to be – and his masters consent, and grant him his freedom, and send him out from their house: let it be so.

Canon 81
A bishop or presbyter or deacon who is constant in military service, and wishes to accomplish both together – to hold, that is, the Roman magistracy and to administer the priesthood – ought to be deposed. For the things that are Caesar’s are Caesar’s, and the things that are God’s are God’s.

Canon 82
He who holds in contempt the king or the princes shall bear his punishment: if he is a cleric, let him be deposed; but, if a layman, let him be set apart.

Canon 83
Let these books be venerable and holy to you all, both clergy and laity. Of the Old Testament: the five books of Moses; Joshua the son of Nun, one book; Ruth, one book; the four books of Kings; the two of Chronicles, which the Syrians call the Words of the Days; the two books of Ezra; Esther, one book; Judith, one book; the three books of Maccabees; Job, one book; the Psalms, one book; the five books of Solomon; the Twelve Prophets; Isaiah, one book; Jeremiah, one book; Ezekiel, one book; Daniel, one book.
And, from outside these, we say to you, that your children may learn the wisdom of that most learned Sirach, whom the Syrians call Bar-Sira.
And ours, that is of the New Testament, are: the four Gospels, as we said before – of Matthew, of Mark, of Luke, of John; the fourteen epistles of Paul; one epistle of James; three epistles of John; one of Jude; two epistles of Peter; and the Constitutions, which were written by my hand, Clement’s, to you bishops, and which are published in eight books – which nevertheless ought not to be made manifest to all, because of the mystical things that are in them; and our Acts of the Apostles.
These things concerning the canons are ordained by us for you, O bishops. And you, being steadfast in them, shall live, and peace shall be upon you. But if you do not obey, you shall be afflicted with torments, and there shall be perpetual war among you.
(Where the Coptic and the Greek name two epistles of Clement, the Syriac names instead the Constitutions in eight books written by Clement’s hand. This is the slot the Ethiopian Church filled with Qalementos, its own book of that name, reckoning the Sinodos itself as eight books of the New Testament – for, Ethiopia never received the eight Constitutions. Note also that the Syriac counts three books of Maccabees and five of Solomon, and sets Sirach outside the canon as a book for the learning of children.)
