ARISTEAS THE EXEGETE

INTRODUCTION

Aristeas the Exegete (or “Aristeas the Historian) was a Jewish author who flourished prior to the mid-1st Century BCE. His work (‘On the Jews’)
bears no relation to the Letter of Aristeas, although the author of the letter very probably borrows his name from the historian.

The one surviving Greek fragment of Aristeas the Exegete is a single citation found in Eusebius, Praeparatorio Evangelica 9.25.1-4; the citation
appears to be copied by Eusebius from Alexander Polyhistor (see the opening and closing statements). The Greek text presented here is from,

“Eusebius: Eusebii Caesariensis Opera,” Volume 1-2. Dindorf, Ludwig, editor. Leipzig: Teubner, 1867 and the English text is based on the translation
by Edwin H. Gifford (1903).

AUTHORSHIP AND DATES

Aristeas’ era must be placed between the time of the translation of Job and the epoch of Alexander Polyhistor (circa 50 BCE), probably, therefore,

in the 2nd Century BCE. His clear use of the Septuagint version of the Book of Job indicates he lived in a Greek-speaking area (possibly
Alexandrian) but we cannot be precise.
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XXV. ARISTEAS CONCERNING JOB

1But hear also what the same author tells concerning Job:
Aristeas says, in his book, ‘Concerning the Jews’, that Esau
married Bassara in Edom and fathered Job. This man dwelt in
the land of Uz, on the borders of Idumaea and Arabia. 2 He was
a just man, and rich in cattle; for, he had acquired ‘seven
thousand sheep, and three thousand camels, five hundred
yoke of oxen, five hundred she-asses at pasture’; and he had
also much arable land. 3 Now, this Job was formerly called
Jobab; and God continually tried him and invoked him in great
misfortunes. For, first his asses and oxen were driven off by
robbers; then the sheep, together with their shepherds, were
burned up by fire that fell from heaven; and, not long after, the
camels also were driven off by robbers; then his children died,
from the house falling down on them; and, the same day, his
own body also was covered with ulcers. ¢ And, while he was
in evil such predicament, there came to visit him Eliphaz the
king of the Temanites, and Bildad the tyrant of the Shubhites,
and Zophar the king of the Minnaei, and there came also Elihu
the son of Barachiel the Zobite. But, when they tried to exhort
him, he said that even without exhortation he should continue
steadfast in piety even in his sufferings. And God, being
pleased with his good courage, relieved him from his disease
and made him master of great possessions. So much says
Polyhistor on this subject.
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