THE DEATH OF JOSEPH
English Translation by Forbes Robinson, 1896, with minor modernizations.
(The text presented in black is translated from the Bohairic MS; that presented in olive green is from various Sahidic fragments.)
Prologue
THIS is the going forth from the body of our father Joseph the carpenter, the father of Christ according to flesh, whose life was one hundred and eleven years. Our Saviour told the apostles his whole life on the mount of Olives, and the apostles also wrote these words, and left them in the Library at Jerusalem. And again, the day on which the holy old man laid down the body is the twenty sixth of the month Epep; in the peace of God, Amen.

Chapter 1
1 Now, it came to pass on a day, as our good Saviour was sitting on the mount of Olives and His disciples were assembled to Him, that He spoke with them, saying, “O My brothers beloved and you sons of My good Father, whom He has chosen from among the whole world. 2 You know that many times now I have told you that I must be crucified and taste death for the universe, and rise from the dead, and give you the preaching of the gospel, that you may preach it in all the world, and clothe you with power from on high, and fill you with the Holy Ghost, that you may preach to all the nations, saying to them, ‘Repent; 3 for, it is better that a man finds a cup of water in the age that is coming than all the riches of all the world.’ 4 And again, ‘Better is a single footstep in My Father’s house than all the wealth of this world.’ 5 And again, ‘Better is a single hour of the righteous rejoicing than a thousand years of the sinners weeping and mourning, whose tears shall not be wiped away, neither shall they be heeded at all.’ 6 Now, therefore, O My glorious members, when you go, preach to them, saying, ‘A just balance and a just measure are those with which My Father will take account with you.’ And again, ‘A single word of jest that you shall speak shall be required of you.’ 7 Even as no one can escape death, so no one can escape those things which he has done, whether it is good or evil. 8 But all these words have I told you now, saying, ‘No mighty one can be saved because of his strength, neither can a man be saved because of the multitude of his wealth.’ 9 Now, therefore, hear, and I will tell you the life of My father Joseph, the blessed old man who was a carpenter.

Chapter 2
1 There was a man Joseph who was from a city called Bethlehem, which is the city of the Jews, and is the city of king David. 2 And he learned well the wisdom and the trade of carpentry. 3 And this man Joseph took to himself a wife according to a union of a holy marriage. And she bore him sons and daughters, four sons and two daughters; whose names are these, Judas and Josetos, James and Simon; and the names of his daughters are Lysia and Lydia. 4 And Joseph’s wife died, even as it is appointed for all men, and left James still little. 5 And Joseph was a righteous man, glorifying God in all things. And he was outside, working at the trade of carpentry, he and his two sons, living by the work of their hands, according to the law of Moses. 6 And this righteous man, of whom I speak, this is Joseph My father according to flesh, to whom My mother Mary was betrothed for a wife.

Chapter 3
1 And, whilst My father Joseph lived as a widower, Mary also My mother, who was in every way good and blessed, was dwelling in the temple, serving therein in purity, and she grew up until she was twelve years old. She spent three years in the house of her parents, and nine other years in the temple of the Lord. 2 Then the priests, when they saw the Virgin living austerely and dwelling in the fear of the Lord, spoke one with another, saying, “Let us seek a good man and espouse her to him until the time of the marriage feast; lest by any means we let the custom of women happen to her in the temple, and we come to be under a great sin.”

Chapter 4
1 And, straight away, they called the tribe of Judah, and brought out therefrom twelve peoples, according to the name of the twelve tribes of Israel. 2 The lot fell upon the good old man Joseph, My father according to flesh. 3 Then the priests answered and said to My blessed virgin mother, “Go with Joseph, obey him, until the time comes that we make the marriage feast.” 4 My father Joseph received Mary My mother into his house. She found the little boy James in the sadness of bereavement and was cherishing him. Therefore, she was called Mary of James. 5 Now Joseph took her into his house; and he went to the place wherein he worked in carpentry. 6 Mary My mother spent two years in his house until the good time.
SAHIDIC FRAGMENT I
6 … to the good time.

Chapter 5
1 Now, in the fourteenth year of her life, I came by My own will and dwelt in her, I who am Jesus your life. 2 Now, when she was three months pregnant, the guileless Joseph came from the place wherein he worked in carpentry and found My virgin mother pregnant. He was troubled and feared, and purposed to put her away privately. 3 And, from grief of heart, he did not eat or drink.
SAHIDIC FRAGMENT I
1 Now, in the fourteenth year of the life of Mary My mother, I came by My own will and dwelt in her, I who am your life. 2 And, when she had been three months pregnant, the guileless Joseph, My beloved father, came in also from the places of building and found My mother manifestly with child. He feared, and was troubled, and wished to put her away privately. 3 And from sorrow he lay down, and he did not eat anything at all in that evening.

Chapter 6
1 But, in the middle of the night, behold Gabriel, the archangel of joy, came to him in a vision, according to the command of My good Father, and said to him, “Joseph, you son of David, fear not, take Mary your wife to you; for, what she will bear is of the Holy Ghost. 2 She shall bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus; it is He that will rule all the nations with a rod of iron.”  3 And the angel departed from him. And Joseph arose from his sleep, and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and took Mary to him.
SAHIDIC FRAGMENT I
1 But, in the middle of the night, behold the archangel Gabriel went to him in a dream, by the authority of My good Father; and said to him, “Joseph, you son of David, fear not, take Mary your wife, for, that which she will bring forth is holy. 2 And you shall call His name Jesus; it is He that will rule His people with a rod of iron.” 3 And Joseph arose from his sleep, and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and kept the holy Virgin in his house.

Chapter 7
1 Now, after these things, there went out a decree from Augustus the king, that all the world should give in its name, each one after his city. 2 The good old man also arose, and took Mary My virgin mother up to his city Bethlehem; for, she was near to bearing a child. And he wrote his name through the scribe: Joseph, the son of David, and Mary his wife and Jesus his son are of the tribe of Judah. 3 And Mary My Mother bore Me in the way that turns to Bethlehem, by the tomb of Rachel, the wife of Jacob the patriarch, who is the mother of Joseph and Benjamin.
SAHIDIC FRAGMENT I
1 After these things, there went out a decree from the king Augustus, that all the world should enrol itself after its villages. 2 And Joseph, the good old man, arose, and took the honourable Virgin; and brought her up to his own house to Bethlehem, since she was nigh to bear a child. He enrolled his name with the scribes of Bethlehem: Joseph, the son of Jacob, and Mary his wife and Jesus their son, who are of the house of David, who is of the tribe of Judah. 3 Mary My mother bore Me in the inn of Bethlehem, near the tomb of Rachel, the wife of Jacob the patriarch, the father of Joseph and Benjamin.

Chapter 8
1 Satan gave counsel to Herod the great, the father of Archelaus, who beheaded John, My beloved and My kinsman. 2 Thus, he sought after Me, to slay Me, thinking that My kingdom was of this world. 3 And Joseph was told by My Father in a vision; and he arose, and took Me and Mary My mother – I sitting on her arms and Salome following us. We went down to Egypt, and dwelt there the space of a year, until Herod’s body bred worms, that he died, because of the blood of the sinless little children that he shed.
SAHIDIC FRAGMENT I
1 Satan gave counsel in the heart of Herod the great, the father of Archelaus …

Chapter 9
1 Now, when that lawless man Herod was dead, we returned to the land of Israel, and we dwelt in a city of Galilee, whose name is Nazareth. 2 And My father Joseph, the blessed old man, was working at the trade of carpentry, whilst we lived by the work of his hands. He never ate bread for nought, doing according to the law of Moses.

Chapter 10
1 And, after this long time his body was not without power, nor were his eyes without light, nor was a single tooth in his mouth destroyed. He was not without understanding in wisdom all this time, but he was as a youth. And his life had come to one hundred and eleven years in a good old age.

Chapter 11
1 Now, his two elder sons Josetos and Symeon took wives, and went to their house; and his two daughters also took husbands, as it is laid down for all men. But Joseph dwelt with James his youngest son. 2 When the Virgin bore Me, I was with them in all subjection of sonship; for, I did every work of mankind, sin only excepted. 3 And I called Mary My mother, and Joseph My father; and I obeyed them in all things that they told Me. I did not answer a word to them, but I loved them exceedingly.

Chapter 12
1 Now, it came to pass after these things that the death of Joseph My father drew nigh, even as it is appointed for all men. 2 When his body was sick, his angel told him, “In this year shall you die.” 3 And, when his soul was troubled, he went up to Jerusalem, and he went into the temple of the Lord, and he repented before the altar, and prayed thus, saying,

Chapter 13
1 “God, the Father of all mercies and the God of all flesh, the Lord of my soul and of my body and of my spirit: 2 if the days of my life that You have given me in the world, are ended, I beseech You, Lord God, that You would send me Michael the archangel, to stand by me, until my wretched soul goes forth from my body without trouble and confusion. 3 For, a great fear and grief is death to all men, whether it be man or cattle or wild beast or creeping thing or bird. 4 In short, every creature that is under heaven, wherein is a soul of life, there is trouble and grief to them, until their soul is separated from their body. 5 Now therefore, O my Lord, let Your angel stand by my soul and my body, until they are separated from one another without trouble. 6 Cause not the angel, appointed to me from the day that You formed me until now, to burn in his face with anger towards me in the path, as I come to You; but let him be at peace with me. 7 Let not those whose face is diverse trouble me in the path, as I come to You. 8 Let not those who are by the gates restrain my soul; neither put me to shame at Your fearful judgment seat. 9 Let not the waves of the river of fire be savage towards me, wherein all souls are purified, before they see the glory of Your godhead, 10 O God who judges each one in truth and righteousness. Now, therefore, my Lord, let Your mercy be to me a consolation; for, You are the Fountain of all good. Yours is the glory to the ages of the ages. Amen.”
SAHIDIC FRAGMENT II
6 … peace with me. Let not his face burn in anger towards me in the ways in which I come to you. 7 Neither let him leave me alone, that those with diverse faces who are in the ways injure me. 8 Let not those who are by the gates restrain my soul with a threat. Let him not put me to shame at Your fearful judgment seat with his accusations concerning the things that I have done. 9 Let me not be shamefully entreated, neither let the threatening waves of demons be savage towards me, wherein all souls will be purged, before they see the glory of Your godhead, 10 O God who will judge … in judgment … a word … Now, therefore, O Lord, let Your mercy comfort me … to the ages of the ages. Amen.”

Chapter 14
1 Now, it came to pass after these things, he went to Nazareth, the city in which he dwelt. And he lay down with the sickness with which he should die, even as it is appointed for all men. 2 And his sickness was very heavy, beyond all the times that he was sick, from the day that he was born into the world. 3 This is the manner of life of My beloved father Joseph. 4 He was forty years old when he took a wife and other forty-nine years living in wedlock with his wife. And she died; and he was a year alone. 5 My mother was two other years in his house, when the priests gave her to him, when he was told by the priests, saying, “Keep her until the time of your marriage.” 6 At the beginning of the third year, whilst she was in his house, which is the fifteenth year of her life, she bore Me on the earth in a mystery; no one knows it in the whole creation, save Me and My Father and the Holy Ghost, being as We are in unity.
SAHIDIC FRAGMENT II
1 Now it came to pass, when he had said these things, he arose and went to his house to Nazareth, the city in which he was dwelling. And he lay down of the sickness with which he should die, according to that which is appointed for all men. 2 And his sickness was very heavy, more than all the times that he was sick, since he was born into the world. 3 This is the manner of life of My father Joseph. 4 He was forty years old, when he took to him a wife, and other nine years he spent in wedlock … 5 … was betrothed to him for wife, he was told by the priests, saying, “Keep her until the time of your marriage.” 6 And Mary My mother brought Me forth at the beginning of the third year, being in the house of My beloved father Joseph, being in the fifteenth year of her life. And there are other eighteen years since My mother brought Me forth on the earth, in a mystery that cannot be searched out, nor can any know it in the whole creation, except Me and My Father and the Holy Ghost in unity.
SAHIDIC FRAGMENT III
1 Now, it came to pass, when he had said these things, he arose and went to his house to Nazareth, the city wherein he dwelt. And thus, he lay down of the sickness with which he should die, according to that which is laid down for all men. 2 And behold, his sickness was very heavy, more than all the times that he was sick, since he was born into the world. 3 This is the manner of life of My beloved father Joseph. 4 He was forty years old, before he took to him a wife, and other nine years he spent in the world with his wife. And, when she was dead, he was another year, remaining alone. 5 My beloved mother was two other years in his house, from the time that she was betrothed to him for wife, when he was commanded by the priests, saying, “Keep her until the time of the marriage.” 6 And Mary My mother brought Me forth at the beginning of the third year, being in the house of Joseph. In the fifteenth year, Mary My mother brought Me forth in a cave, which cannot be spoken of nor searched out, nor does any man in the whole creation know it, except Me and My Father and the Holy Ghost.

Chapter 15
1 Now, all the days of the life of My father Joseph, the blessed old man, are a hundred and eleven years, even as My good Father commanded. 2 And the day wherein he went forth from the body is the twenty-sixth of the month Epep. 3 And the choice gold, even the flesh of My father Joseph, began to be altered; and the silver was changed, even the mind and the wisdom. 4 He forgot to eat and to drink; the wisdom of the craft turned into error. 5 And it came to pass when the light arose on that day, which is the twenty-sixth of the month Epep, My father Joseph was much troubled on his bed; and he uttered a great groan, and smote his hands together, and cried out in great trouble, speaking thus:
SAHIDIC FRAGMENT II
1 Now all the days of the life of My father Joseph, who is blessed, their number is a hundred and eleven years, according to the command of My good Father. 2 And, in the sickness of his death …
SAHIDIC FRAGMENT III
1 Now all the days of My father Joseph, the blessed old man, are a hundred and eleven years, according to the command of My Father. 2 The day of his visitation came to him, which is the twenty-sixth of the month Epep. 3 The silver was changed, even the mind and the wisdom. 4 It departed into the other world. He forgot to eat and to drink; and the wisdom and the craft turned into error and unreasonableness. 5 And it came to pass when the light began to be shed abroad on that day, My beloved father Joseph began to be much troubled on his bed; and thus, he uttered this great groan, and struck his hands together three times, and cried out in great trouble and in great disquietude, saying:

Chapter 16
1 “Woe to me today! Woe to the day that my mother brought me forth into the world. 2 Woe to the womb in which I received seed of life. Woe to the breasts that I sucked. 3 Woe to the knees on which I sat. 4 Woe to the hands that carried me, until I grew up and became sinful. 5 Woe to my tongue and my lips; for, they have been entangled often in violence and in backbiting and in false slander and in idle words of jest, full of deceit. 6 Woe to my eyes; for, they have looked upon stumbling-blocks. 7 Woe to my ears; for, they have loved to hear vain words. 8 Woe to my hands; for, they have taken things that are not theirs. 9 Woe to my stomach and my bowels; for, they have desired foods that are not theirs; and, if it found anything, it would consume it more than a burning fiery furnace, and make it everywhere unprofitable. 10 Woe to my feet, which served my body ill, taking it into no good ways. 11 Woe to my body; for, it has made my soul waste and strange to God Who made it. 12 What shall I do now? I am shut in on every side. 13 Truly woe to every man who shall sin. 14 Truly this is the great trouble, which I saw on Jacob my father, when he came forth from the body; it also has overtaken me the wretched one today. 15 But Jesus, God, the mediator of my soul and of my body, does His will in me.”
SAHIDIC FRAGMENT III
1 “Woe to me today! Woe to the day on which my mother brought me forth. 2 Woe to the breasts that I sucked. 3 Woe to the knees on which I sat. 4 Woe to the inward parts that conceived me, that I might grow up and partake of sin. 5 Woe to my tongue and my lips; for, they have been entangled often in violence and in backbiting and in deceit and in all words of wantonness. 6 Woe to my eyes; for, they have looked at a stumbling-block, and they have loved witchery. 7 Woe to my ears, for they have loved the words of whisperings and all the words of swearing. 8 Woe to my hands, for they have stolen things which are not mine. 9 Woe to the bowels and the stomach, which desired foods that are not mine; and, whenever they found anything, they would consume it more than a fiery furnace. 12 What shall I do now? I am shut in on every side. 13 Truly woe, woe to every man who shall sin. 14 I say to you, O my sons and my daughters, that the great disquietude that I saw on my father Jacob, when he came forth from the body; it is this that has befallen me also today, even me this creature, wretched, miserable and poor. 15 But the Lord my God is the mediator of my soul and of my body and of my spirit.”

Chapter 17
1 Now, as My beloved father Joseph was saying these things, I arose and went in to him as he lay down; and I found him troubled in his soul and his spirit. I said to him, “Hail, My beloved father Joseph, whose old age is at once good and blessed.” 2 He answered in great fear of death, saying to Me, “Hail many times, my beloved Son. Behold my soul rested within me a little, when I heard Your voice. 3 Jesus my Lord, Jesus my true King, Jesus my good and merciful Saviour, Jesus the Preserver, Jesus the Pilot, Jesus the Shelter, Jesus [who holds fast] the universe in Your goodness, Jesus whose name is sweet in the mouth of all and very rich, Jesus the Eye that sees, the Ear that hears in truth, hear me today, even me Your servant, as I beseech You, pouring out my tears before You. 4 You are God in truth, You are the Lord in truth, even as the angel said to me many times; especially on the day that my heart doubted within me, because of a human thought against her, blessed and virgin, because she was pregnant; when I said, I will put her away privately. 5 But, as I thought on these things, the angel appeared to me in a vision, saying to me, ‘Joseph, you son of David, fear not, take Mary your wife to you; for, that which she will bear is of the Holy Ghost. 6 Do not doubt at all concerning her pregnancy; for, she will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus.’ 7 You are Jesus Christ, the Saviour of my soul and of my body and of my spirit. Do not blame me, Your servant and the work of your hands. 8 I did not know, O my Lord, neither do I understand the mystery of Your strange birth; neither did I ever hear that a woman was pregnant without a man, or that a virgin bore, sealed in her virginity. 9 O my Lord, if this is not the ordinance of this mystery, I will not believe in You and in Your holy birth, and glorify her who bore You, even Mary the holy Virgin. 10 I remember also the day that the horned serpent bit the boy, and he died. 11 His relations surrounded You, that they might deliver You to Herod. 12 Your mercy laid hold of him; and You raised him, concerning whom they slandered You, saying that You killed him. And there was great joy in the house of him that died. 13 Straight away, I took hold of Your ear, and spoke with You, saying, ‘Be prudent, my Son.’ 14 Straight away, You rebuked me, saying, ‘Unless you were my father according to the flesh, surely I would have told you what this thing is that you have done to Me.’ 15 Now, therefore, O my Lord and my God, if You have reckoned with me for that day, and have caused these fearful signs to come on me, I beseech Your goodness not to bring me in, to contend with me. 16 I am Your servant and the son of Your handmaid. 17 If You break my bonds asunder, I will sacrifice to You a sacrifice of praise, even the confession of the glory of Your godhead, that You are Jesus Christ, at once the Son of God in truth and the Son of man.”
SAHIDIC FRAGMENT III
1 Now, as My beloved father Joseph was saying these things, I arose and went to him as he lay down, troubled in his soul and his spirit. I said to him, “Hail, My beloved father, you good old man.” 2 He returned answer to Me in great trouble and disquietude and fear of death, saying, “Hail many times, my beloved Son. My soul rested within me a little, when Your kindly voice reached me. 3 Jesus my Lord, Jesus my true King, Jesus my Saviour, Jesus my Preserver, Jesus my Deliverer, O Jesus who shelters the universe, O Jesus who rules the universe by the good pleasure of Your goodness, O Jesus whose name is rich and very healthy, O Jesus the Eye that sees, the Ear that hears, hear me also today, even me Your servant, as I entreat You and pour out my tears before You. 4 For, You are God in truth and in perfection, even as Your angel warned me many times; and especially on the day that my heart was grieved within me, because of a human thought concerning the blessed one, even Mary the Virgin. I troubled myself because she was with child, and I was saying, ‘In this night I will put her away privately.’ 5 But, as I thought on these things, the angel appeared to me in a dream, saying to me, ‘Joseph, you son of David, fear not, take Mary your wife; 6 neither hesitate concerning her conception; for, she is with child of the Holy Ghost. And she will bring forth a son; and you shall call His name Jesus.’ 7 And now, my Lord, the Saviour of my soul and of my spirit, do not blame me. I am Your servant and the work of Your hands. Did not I trouble myself, O my Lord? 8 But I do not yet understand the glory of this great mystery, which is Your holy birth, neither again did I ever hear that a woman was with child without a man. 9 O my Lord and my God, if this is not the ordinance of this great mystery, I will not believe in You and in Your holy birth, and glorify her who brought You forth, Mary the true lamb. 10 I remember the day that the horned serpent bit the lad on his foot, and he died. 11 His relations were gathered to You, wishing to take You and deliver You to Herod the lawless. 12 And I found You, and Your godhead laid hold of him, and he lived; and, when You raised him up to his parents, there was great joy to them. 13 But I requested You, O my beloved Son, saying, ‘Be quiet in all things.’ And I took hold of Your right ear and pulled it. 14 You answered, saying to me, ‘Unless You were My father according to flesh, surely I would have warned you, because you pulled My right ear.’ 15 And now, O my beloved Son, my Lord and my God, if You have taken account with me for that day, and have caused these fearful signs to come on me, I beseech You, O my good Lord, forgive me and reckon not with me. 16 For, I am Your servant, I am the son of Your handmaid. 17 If You break my bonds asunder, I will sacrifice to You a sacrifice of praise, even the confession of Your godhead, that You are God in truth, and You are Lord in perfection.”

Chapter 18
1 Now, as My father Joseph said these things, I did not refrain from shedding tears. And I wept as I looked at him (for, death had dominion over him), and as I heard the words of misery that he spoke. 2 And, after these things, O My brothers, remember My death on the cross for the life of the whole world. 3 And My beloved mother Mary arose, she whose name is sweet in the mouth of all who love Me; and she said to Me in great grief, “Woe to me, my beloved Son; shall he die, he of the good and blessed old age, Joseph Your beloved father, honourable according to flesh?” 4 I said to her, “O My beloved mother, who is there ever among men, who has worn flesh, that will not taste death? 5 For, death is the ruler of mankind, O My blessed mother. 6 For, you also must die as all men. 7 Whether it is Joseph My father or you, My blessed mother, your death is not death but is life eternal and unceasing. 8 For, I also will die for the universe, because of the flesh that dies, which I wore in you. 9 Now, therefore, O My beloved mother, arise and go in to the blessed old man Joseph, until you know the ordinance that shall come to him from on high.”
SAHIDIC FRAGMENT III
1 Now, as the vigorous old man, My father Joseph, said these things, I could not refrain from weeping, as I saw him already caught in (?) the snares of death, and as I heard the words of wretchedness that he spoke to Me. 2 After these things, I remembered the day of My death, at the time that the Jews will set Me on the cross for the salvation of the whole world. 3 Straight away, I went to the court outside; and Mary My mother arose and came out to the place where I was; and she said to Me in great sorrow and shame of heart, “Woe to me, my beloved Son; shall he die, he of the good old age, Joseph, Your father according to flesh?” 4 I said to her, “O My beloved mother, who is there ever among the race of men, who have worn flesh, that will remain without dying? 5 For, death is the ruler of the whole world, even unto you, O Mary My blessed mother. 6 It is necessary that you also should die as all men. 7 But whether it is My beloved father Joseph or you, O My beloved mother, your death is not death but is life for ever. 8 But I also will taste death for the universe, because of the flesh that I wore. 9 Now, therefore, O My beloved mother, arise and go in to the blessed old man, that you may see the ordinance that is from heaven.”

Chapter 19
1 And she arose, and went into the place where he lay, and she found him with the sign of death manifest in him. 2 And I also, My beloved ones, was sitting at his head, and Mary My mother was sitting by his feet. 3 And he lifted up his eyes to My face, and was not able to speak; for, the hour of death had dominion over him. 4 Moreover, he lifted up his eyes, and he uttered a great groan. 5 And I held his hands and his feet for a great while, while he looked at Me and besought Me, saying, “Suffer me not to be taken away.” 6 And I put My hand in under his heart, and I found his soul brought to his throat; for, it was about to be brought up from his body. But the last hour had not yet been fulfilled for Death to come; otherwise, he would not have held back; for, Confusion was following him, and Weeping and Destruction go before him.
SAHIDIC FRAGMENT III
1 And I arose, and went into the court where he lay, and I found him with the sign of death manifest in him. 2 And I sat by his head, and My beloved mother sat by his feet. 3 He lifted up his eyes to My face, and was not able to speak with Me, because the dumbness of death had dominion over him. 4 He lifted his right hand, and he uttered this great and violent groan. 5 He kept holding My right hand, looking steadfastly at Me for a great while, as if entreating Me and saying, “O my Lord, suffer me not to be taken away.” 6 I put My hand in under his breast, and I found that his soul reached to his throat; for, it was about to be brought up. And the messengers of death were waiting for him, that he should go forth from the body. But the last hour was not fulfilled; for, when Death comes, he has no forbearance; for, Confusion follows him, and Weeping and Destruction go before him.

Chapter 20
1 When My beloved mother saw Me touching his body, she also touched his feet, and she found that the breath and the heat had gone and left them. 2 She said to Me in guilelessness, “Thanks be to You, my beloved Son; for, from the hour that You put Your hand on his body, the heat withdrew from him. 3 Behold, his feet and his legs are cold as crystal.” 4 And I called his sons and his daughters, saying to them, “Arise, and speak with your father; for, this is the time to speak, before the mouth that speaks fails, and the wretched flesh is cold.” 5 Then his sons and his daughters spoke with Joseph. He was in danger because of the suffering of death, wishing to go forth from this world. 6 Lysia the daughter of Joseph answered and said to her brothers, “Woe to me, my brothers; is not this the sickness of our beloved mother, and until now we have not seen her? 7 This also is that which happens to our father Joseph, that we should not see him for ever. 8 Then the children of Joseph lifted up their voice and wept. And I also and Mary My virgin mother wept with them; for, the hour of death was come.
SAHIDIC FRAGMENT III
1 My guileless mother saw Me touching his body, and she also touched the soles of his feet, and she found that the breath of the heat had left them. 2 She said to Me in ignorance, “Thanks be to You now, O my beloved Son; for, from the hour that You put forth Your hand on his body, the fire was afraid and withdrew from him. 3 Behold his feet and his legs are cold and cool as ice and as snow.” 4 I moved My head, and I called his children, saying to them, “Arise and speak with your blessed father; for, this is the time to speak, before the mouth that speaks from the wretched flesh is closed. 5 Then the sons and the daughters of My beloved father Joseph arose and came to their father, and they found him in danger of death, being near to be separated from this life. 6 Lysia, his eldest daughter, who is the seller of purple, answered and said to her brothers, “Woe to me, my brothers; this is the sickness that befell my beloved mother and, until now, we have seen her no more. 7 This also now is that which will remove our father from us, that we should not see him for ever. 8 Then the sons and the daughters of My father Joseph lifted up their voice, and wept together. And I also and Mary My virgin mother were weeping with them, knowing that the hour of death was come.

Chapter 21
1 Now, I looked towards the south, and I saw Death. He came to the house, Amenti following him, who is his instrument, and the devil, many attendants following him, clothed with fire, without number, smoke and brimstone coming forth from their mouths. 2 And My father Joseph looked, and he saw those who came after him, full of anger towards him; even as they burn in their face with anger towards every soul that comes forth from the body, especially the sinners, in whom they will find a little of their own. 3 When the good old man saw them, Death being with them, he wept. 4 In that hour, the soul of My father Joseph was distracted with great groaning, seeking a way to be hidden, in order that it might be saved. 5 When I saw the groaning of My father Joseph (for, he saw powers that he had never seen), I arose straight away and rebuked the devil and all those who were with him. 6 And they went in shame and in great confusion. 7 And no man among those who sat about My father Joseph knew, not even Mary My mother, concerning all the fearful hosts that come after the soul of men. 8 Now when Death saw that I rebuked the powers of darkness and put them forth, because they had no power over him, he was afraid. 9 And I arose straight away, and I offered up a prayer to My Father the exceeding merciful, saying,
SAHIDIC FRAGMENT III
1 Then I looked to the south of the door, and I saw Death. He came, Amenti following him, who is the counsellor, and the villain, the devil from the beginning, many attendants of diverse aspects following him, all armed with fire, without number, brimstone and smoke of fire coming forth from their mouth. 2 My father Joseph looked, and he saw those who came after him, being very wrathful, even as they burn with passion and anger towards every soul of man, which comes forth from the body, and especially a sinful one, if they find a token of their own in him. 3 When the good old man saw those who came after him, he was troubled, and he wept. 4 The soul of My father Joseph wished to go forth with great disquietude, and he was seeking a place to hide in, and he did not find a place. 5 And, when I saw the great trouble that befell the soul of My father Joseph, and that he beheld very diverse forms, fearful to look upon, I arose straight away, and rebuked him who is the instrument of the devil and the hosts that followed him. 6 They fled in great shame. 7 And no man among those who were gathered to My father Joseph knew, not even Mary My mother. 8 Now, when Death saw that I rebuked the powers of darkness that followed him, and put them forth, and that they had no power against My beloved father Joseph, Death was afraid, and fled, and hid himself behind the door. 9 I arose straight away and I spoke a prayer to My good Father, saying:

Chapter 22
1 “My Father and the Father of all mercies, the Father of truth, the Eye that sees, the Ear that hears, hear Your beloved Son, even Me, as I beseech You for the work of Your hands, even My father Joseph; that You may send Me a great choir of angels, and Michael, the steward of goodness, and Gabriel, the evangelist of light; that they may go with the soul of My father Joseph, until it passes by the seven aeons of darkness; and also, that it may not pass through the narrow ways, wherein it is fearful to go, and it is very fearful to see the powers that are on them, the river of fire flowing there as the waves of the sea. 2 And be merciful towards the soul of My father Joseph as he comes to Your holy hands; for, this is the hour in which he has need of mercy.” 3 I say to you, O My honourable brothers and My blessed apostles, that every man, who is born into the world, who has known good and evil, spending all his time hanging from his eyelids, has need of the mercy of My good Father, when he comes to the hour of death, and to the passing of the path, and to the fearful judgment seat, and to the making of a defence. 4 But I will turn to the going forth from the body of My father Joseph, the righteous old man.
SAHIDIC FRAGMENT III
1 My Father, all the Root of goodness, the Father of truth, the Eye that sees, the Ear that hears, hear Your beloved Son, even Me, as I entreat You for the work of Your hands, even My father Joseph, that You may send Me a great Cherubin and the choir of the angels, and Michael, the steward of the good things, and Gabriel, the evangelist of the aeons of light, that they may watch the soul of My father Joseph, and lead it, until it crosses the seven aeons of darkness, and they pass by the dark ways, wherein it is very fearful to go, and it is very disquieting to see the powers that are on them. Let the river of fire be as water and the sea of demons cease vexing. 2 Let it be gentle towards the soul of My father Joseph; for, this is the hour in which he has need of mercy.” 3 I say to you, O My holy members, My blessed apostles, that every man, who is born into the world, and has known good and evil, when he spends all his time craving after the lusts of his eyes, when he comes to die, he has need of the mercy of My Father, who is in the heavens, for the hour of death, and for the passing of the ways, and for the making of a defence at the fearful judgment seat. 4 But I will turn to the dying of My father Joseph, of goodly memory.

Chapter 23
1 Now, when he gave up his spirit, I saluted him. 2 The angels took his soul and put it into silken napkins of fine texture. 3 And, when I went in, I sat by him; and no man knew that he was dead, among those who sat about him. 4 And I caused Michael and Gabriel to watch his soul because of the powers that were in the way; and the angels sang before it, until they gave it to My good Father.
SAHIDIC FRAGMENT III
1 Now it came to pass, when I had said the Amen, Mary My beloved mother answering Me in the language of the inhabitants of the heavens, 2 that, straight away, behold, Michael and Gabriel and the choir of the angels came from heaven. They came and stood by the body of My father Joseph. 3 And, straight away, numbness (?) and panting for breath rose against him exceedingly, and I knew that the burning hour was come. 4 And he kept labouring as one about to bear a child, affliction pursuing after him as a violent wind, and as a great fire devouring a great wood. 5 And as for Death also, fear did not suffer him to enter into the body of My beloved father Joseph, that he might separate it from the soul; for, looking in, he saw Me sitting by his head, having hold of his temples. 6 And, when I knew that Death feared to come in because of Me, I arose and went outside the porch, and I found him waiting alone in great fear. 7 And, straight away, I said to him, “O you that have come from the places of the south, get in quickly, and accomplish that which My Father has commanded you. 8 But watch him as the light of your eyes; for, he is My father according to flesh, and he has suffered with Me in the days of My youth, fleeing with Me from place to place because of the plot of Herod. And I learned from him as all sons, whom their fathers teach for their profit. 9 Then Abaddon went in, and took the soul of My father Joseph, and brought it forth from the body at the hour when the sun was about to rise on its course, on the twenty sixth of the month Epep, in peace. 10 All the days of the life of My beloved father Joseph are a hundred and eleven years. 11 Michael took hold of the two corners of a napkin, silken and precious; and Gabriel took hold of the two other corners. They saluted the soul of My beloved father Joseph and put it down into the napkin. 12 But none among those who sat with him knew that he was dead; neither indeed did Mary My mother know. 13 And I made Michael and Gabriel watch the soul of My beloved father Joseph, because of the plunderers that are in the ways. And I made the angels that have no body keep singing before him, until they took him to the heavens unto My good Father.

Chapter 24
1 And I turned to the body of My father Joseph, laid down like an empty vessel, and I sat and I drew down his eyes, and I closed them and his mouth; and I stayed looking down upon him. 2 I said to the Virgin, “O Mary My mother, where now are all works of trade which this man has wrought from his youth until now? They all have passed away in this one hour, as though he had not been born into the world at all.” 3 When his sons and his daughters heard Me saying these things to Mary My virgin mother, they said to Me with great weeping, “Woe to us, O our Lord. Is our father dead, and we did not know it?” 4 I said to them, “In truth he is dead. But the death of Joseph My father is not death, but life for ever. 5 Those blessings which My beloved father Joseph will receive are great. For, from the hour that his soul went forth from the body, all trouble ceased for him. He went into the kingdom for ever. He left behind him the burden of the body. He left behind him this world full of all troubles and all vain cares. He went into the resting places of My Father who is in the heavens, which are never destroyed.” 6 Now, when I had said these things to My brothers, ‘Your father Joseph, the blessed old man, is dead,’ they arose; they tore their garments and they wept for a great while.
SAHIDIC FRAGMENT III
1 And I turned to the body lying like a vessel. I sat down and drew down his eyes, and I looked down on him for a great while, weeping for him. 2 I said …

Chapter 25
1 Then the inhabitants of all the city of Nazareth and the inhabitants of Galilee, when they heard the mourning, they all were gathered to the place where we were, according to the law of the Jews; and they spent all the day mourning for him, until the ninth hour. 2 Now, at the ninth hour of the day, I caused all to be put forth. I poured water on the body of My beloved father Joseph, and I anointed him with sweet smelling oil. I prayed to My good Father who is in the heavens with heavenly prayers, which I wrote with My own fingers on the tables of heaven, before I took flesh in the holy Virgin Mary. 3 And, straight away, when I had said the Amen of the prayer, there came a multitude of angels, and I commanded two of them to spread a robe, and I made them take up the blessed body of My father Joseph, and put it into the midst of the garments and shroud it.

Chapter 26
1 And I placed My hands upon his body, saying, “Let no evil smell of death have dominion over you, neither let your ears stink, and let corruption never flow forth from your body, neither let your shroud nor your flesh, with which I have clothed you, rot in the earth, but let it remain on your body to the day of the supper of the thousand years. Let not the hair of your head waste away, of which I took hold with My hands many times, O My beloved father Joseph; and it shall be well with you. 2 They who shall take thought for an offering, and present it to your shrine on the day of your memorial, even the twenty-sixth of the month Epep; I will bless each one of them also in the heavenly offering that is in the heavens. 3 And also, he who shall give bread into the hand of a poor man in your name, I will not suffer him to lack any good thing of this world in all the days of his life. 4 They who shall give a cup of wine into the hand of a stranger or of a widow or of an orphan on the day of your memorial, I will grant them to you to take them to the supper of the thousand years. 5 They who shall write the book of your going forth from the body, and all the words that have come forth from My mouth today, I swear by your life, O My beloved father Joseph, that I will grant them to you in this world; and also, when they go forth from the body, I will tear the bond of their sins, that they may not receive any torment, save the necessity of death and the river of fire that is before My Father, which cleanses all souls. 6 And, if he is a poor man, and has not wherewithal to do those things that I have said, if he fathers a son, and calls his name Joseph, glorifying your name, famine and pestilence shall not be in that house, because your name is in it.”

Chapter 27
1 After these things, the great ones of the city came to the place in which the body of My father Joseph was laid, they who prepare for burial going with them, wishing to prepare his body according to the burying of the Jews. 2 And they found it already prepared, the shroud having been fastened to his body, as though it were fastened with iron clasps (?); and, when they moved him, they found no entrance in the shroud. 3 And, after these things, they took him out to the tomb. 4 And, when they had dug at the door of the cave, that they might open its door and lay him with his fathers, I remembered the day that he went down with Me into Egypt, and the great troubles that he suffered because of Me; and I stretched Myself out on his body, and I wept for him for a great while, saying:

Chapter 28
1 “O death, that stirs up much mourning and many lamentations – but He Who is over all, He it is who has given you this wonderful power. 2 But death is not to blame, like Adam and his wife; 3 and death does nothing without the command of My Father. 4 And there is a man who has lived nine hundred years before he died, and many others also have lived more than that: 5 yet, not one of them said, ‘I have seen death,’ or that he comes from time to time troubling anyone. 6 But he does not trouble them save one time; and that time also it is My good Father who sends him after the man. 7 And, at the hour that he comes after him, he hears the sentence coming from heaven. 8 If the sentence comes in confusion and is full of anger, death also comes in confusion and in wrath, that he may fulfil the command of My good Father, and receive the soul of the man, and give it to his Lord. 9 Death is not able to cast him into the fire nor to bring him into the kingdom of the heavens. 10 As for death, it is the command of God that he does, but Adam – he did not do the will of My Father, but rather wrought transgression, until My Father was angry with him, in that he obeyed his wife, and was disobedient to My good Father, until He brought death upon all flesh. 11 If Adam had not been disobedient to My good Father, He would not have brought death upon him. 12 What is there that hinders Me from beseeching My good Father to send Me a great chariot of light, that I may set My father Joseph thereon, that he may not taste death at all; and that I may cause him to be taken up in the flesh in which he was born, to the places of rest, and that he may dwell with My angels that have no body? 13 But, because of the transgression of Adam, this great trouble has come on all mankind, and this great necessity of death. 14 Inasmuch as I wear the flesh that suffers, I must taste death in it, for the creature that I have made, in order that I may have mercy on them.”

Chapter 29
1 As I was saying these things, and was embracing My father Joseph, and weeping for him, 2 they opened the door of the tomb and laid his body in it by the body of Jacob his father. 3 And his death took place in his hundred and eleventh year. And not a single tooth in his mouth was destroyed, nor were his eyes without light, but his seeing was like that of a little child. 4 He never put away his strength, but he was working at the trade of carpentry, until the day that he lay down with the sickness with which he should die.

Chapter 30
1 But we the apostles, when we heard these things from our Saviour, rejoiced; and we arose straight away, and saluted His hands and His feet, rejoicing and saying, “We thank You, our good Saviour, that You have made us worthy to hear these words of life from You, our Lord. 2 But we wonder at You, O our good Saviour, why to Enoch and to Elias You granted immortality; and until now they are among the good things, dwelling in the flesh in which they were born, and until now their flesh has not seen corruption. 3 But the old man, he that is blessed, Joseph the carpenter, to whom You have given this great honour, having called him Your father – and You obeyed him in all things; and You commanded us, saying to us, “When I clothe you with power, and send on you the promise of My Father, even the Comforter, the Holy Ghost, and send you to preach the holy Gospel, see that you preach him also, My beloved father Joseph.” 4 And again, “Speak these words of life in the testament of his going forth from the body.” 5 And again, “Read the words of this testament on the feast days and on the honourable days.” 6 And again, “No man who has not been taught to write well, shall read this testament on the feast days.” 7 And again, “He who shall take away from these words, or shall add to them, so that he account Me a liar, I will take vengeance on him quickly.” 8 And we wonder that, since the day that You were born in Bethlehem, You called him Your father according to flesh; and yet that You have not promised even him immortality, and given him life for ever.”

Chapter 31
1 Our Saviour answered and said to us, “The sentence that My good Father passed against Adam will not be made of no effect, which He passed at the time that he was disobedient to His commandments. 2 If My Father passes sentence on the man that he shall be righteous, he becomes His chosen one. 3 If the man indeed loves the works of the devil by his own will, and sins, and he is suffered to spend a long life, does he not know that he is coming into his hands, if he does not repent? 4 If again, one spends a long life, his works being good, his deeds make him an old man. 5 But if again, He sees one corrupting his way, He makes his life short. This is the manner in which He takes them away in the midst of their days. 6 But all the prophecies that My Father has spoken shall be fulfilled on mankind, and all things shall happen to them. 7 And again you have told Me concerning Enoch and Elias, saying, ‘They are living in the flesh in which they were born.’ But concerning Joseph also, My father according to flesh, you have asked, ‘Why have You not left him in the flesh until now? 8 If he had lived ten thousand years, yet must he die.’ 9 I say to you, O My holy members, that every time Enoch and Elias remember death, they would willingly have died already, that they might escape this great necessity that is laid down for them; especially as those men will die in a day of confusion and of fear and of shouting and of threatening and of grief. 10 For, the antichrist shall kill these two men, and shed their blood upon the earth for a pot of water, because of the rebukes that they shall give him, reproving him.”

Chapter 32
1 We answered and said to Him, “Our Lord and our God, who are these two men concerning whom You have said, ‘The son of perdition shall kill them for a pot of water?’” 2 Our Saviour Jesus and our Life said to us, “They are Enoch and Elias.” 3 Now it came to pass, when our good Saviour had said these things to us, we were glad and we rejoiced, and we gave thanks and we glorified Him, our Lord and our God, our Saviour Jesus Christ, through whom all glory and all honour is due to the Father and Him and the Holy Ghost, giver of life, now and always and unto the ages of all the ages. Amen.
Remember me, the least, the sinner, the wretched one, stinking in the pit of his sins, even Hapip. Lord, have mercy on him. Amen. I wrote this on the twenty-eighth of the month Epep, in the year of the martyrs seven hundred and eighty-three.
